[The effect of gender on prevalence and survival in thyroid carcinoma].
Based on their own experience with a large group of patients with thyroid cancers, the authors confirm the higher prevalence of differentiated thyroid cancers both papillary and follicular (1 : 3,5) in females, while the differences in anaplastic and medullary cancers are much less prominent. Survival of females in univariate studies is much higher in both papillary and follicular cancers compared to males, in multivariate studies these differences lose their significance and only in papillary cancers under the age of 40 years at diagnosis and in a subgroup of papillofollicular cancers the differences retain their significance. The authors therefore deduce that differences found in univariate studies are significantly influenced by other factors such as age at the diagnosis and the spread of disease at the diagnosis.